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The Friends of Bestwood Country Park

www.bestwood-country-park.co.uk





       email: bestwoodcountrypark@hotmail.co.uk
The Friends of Bestwood Country Park (FOB) call upon Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) to maintain a ranger-led team based at our Country Park.   Current plans for the complete loss of ranger cover there are the worst possible example of short termism and expediency on the part of NCC.  

Bestwood Country Park (BCP) covers 690 acres.  It has by far the longest urban-fringe boundary of the county’s parks, with multiple access points.  FOB and the current regular volunteers team, which is at present managed by the rangers, cannot cope alone with the security and safety implications of the complete loss of on-site rangers, with their local knowledge and trained expertise.   

 We believe that the County Council must recognise its responsibilities to the residents and to the park, by maintaining a reduced on-site ranger presence.  Without that, all the improvements to security, safety and habitat of the last few years will be wasted, and will cost more later to re-establish.  Such a site requires long-term and consistent on-site management planning and local knowledge.  We highlight NCC’s responsibilities in four key areas:
1.
COMMUNITY SAFETY
· Local residents of all ages, from Top Valley, Warren Hill, Redhill, Killarney Park, Bestwood Village, Hucknall, and Rise Park, regularly visit this site.  In addition, visitors also come from some distance.  For example, the refurbished Colliery Winding House in Bestwood Village attracted good numbers of visitors for tours.  Best Western Bestwood Lodge Hotel attracts visitors from all over the UK and abroad.

· In these times when many local people cannot afford expensive breaks, the park at present offers a healthy, safe and free outing.  On a weekend we see walkers, birdwatchers, horse riders, joggers, and of course local families with children just out for a relaxing stroll and some fresh air.  Running, orienteering and other groups use the park as a venue – without ranger service cover this will not be possible.

· If the total cut goes ahead, in contrast to the above, we will see a return to the old problems experienced before the current management.  These include: fly tipping, anti-social behaviour, illegal camping, burnt out cars, joy riders, off-road motorcycling, and arson.  With power prices rising, timber theft could become a problem.

  2.
VOLUNTEER EFFORT AND OPPORTUNITIES

· The rangers have over time built up a team of regular volunteers who help with conservation tasks in the park, and are supervised and trained by the rangers.  This team will be undermined by lack of qualified and safety-trained ranger cover and management direction for this large area.

· It had been planned to involve a team of people via the charity Rethink in conservation and training work in the park - again this needs qualified ranger cover.  The NCC have given us their support this financial year for one of their own Local Improvement Schemes which involves a partnership of rangers, FOB, volunteers and Rethink.  We had planned to apply again for 2011/12 for a further scheme, but without ranger cover and direction that is in doubt.

3. 
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
· The classroom in the centre of the park, near the Ranger’s base at Alexandra Lodge, is used by school children and their teachers from around the area and by environmental groups for courses and events.  This facility will no longer be available without ranger cover, and the building will deteriorate.
· At present visitors benefit from the local knowledge of the rangers on ranger-led events and health walks for adults.
4.
MAINTENANCE OF VALUABLE HABITAT AND WILDLIFE
· If NCC’s complete cut goes ahead there will be a deterioration of this beautiful and historic asset which forms a green lung for communities across the north side of Nottingham.   Our park is recognised as having important heath land and wetland habitats.  It also includes a wide range of other habitats including reclaimed quarry and coal mining land, woodland, lakes, the River Leen, and grassland.  The rangers’ skilled conservation work has over the years developed over 30 nature habitats.

· There is an application for Environmental Stewardship now pending, relating to the management of our heath and grassland.   Without local knowledge and management direction this must be in question.

· A 5-year woodland management plan is being compiled by the current Site Manager, with the intention of securing funding through the English Woodland Grant Scheme.  To secure this woodland managers need to supply a 20-year vision for their land.

· It is clear that such habitats should not and cannot be managed on a short term, expedient basis and without specific local knowledge.  They require long-term, consistent planning.  If outside contractors with no local knowledge are brought in, there will be no on-site liaison for the intimate site knowledge to time operations so as to cause the least disruption and damage to visitors and wildlife.
SUMMARY
If the total cut of on-site ranger posts goes ahead, gradually there will be a decline in visitors of good will, while numbers of visitors with illegal and damaging intent will increase. 
The police are also suffering cuts: they will not be able to extend their activities in the country park.  But somewhere along the line the taxpayers of Notts will have to pick up the tab. 

 We ask that NCC leave us with some on-site qualified ranger cover, with knowledge of the area, enough to keep some maintenance and security cover – to enable the park to tick over safely without too much deterioration - until better financial times return.
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